
 

Greetings Comrades, 
 
Besides the struggles everyone is dealing with because of COVID-19 and the Coronavirus Pandemic, it 
has also been a very difficult time for members of VFW Post 6208 in Prior Lake. On April 11, 2020, our 
Post Commander, Michael E. Martin died from stomach cancer. Comrade Martin was a Life Member and 
past District Commander before coming to Prior Lake but got involved immediately in all our programs 
and soon was elected Post 6208 Commander. He worked tirelessly on all the VFW Programs and 
became an “All-State Post Commander” for 2018-2019. He was very proud of his white hat and continued 
working on all the VFW Programs on the Post level. Commander Martin and his wife Auxiliary President 
Caroline Martin made and sold peanut brittle every December, donating all proceeds to the Post to aid 
Veterans. Commander Martin arranged with a local farmer to sell their corn at the farmers market, again 
donating the proceeds to the Post to aid needy Veterans. Comrade Martin, revived Taco Tuesday at the 
Club. This past winter Commander Martin stepped in as the Pancake Breakfast Chairman to help local 
nonprofits with their fundraising efforts.  The list goes on and on, but it was clear, whenever Mike saw 
something that was needed, he stepped in. He loved our youth and working with the area schools; the 
Patriots Pen and Voice of Democracy programs set records in the District for number of participants. 
Comrade Martin also served in the Second District as the Youth Activities Chairman for 2019-2020. He 
sustained his efforts the second year as Commander until his death. 
  
Life member Jim Cates was another All State Post Commander who died on May 28, 2020. Commander 
Cates also participated and successfully directed all the VFW programs during his term as Commander. 
Comrade Cates worked tirelessly long after his year as Post Commander; serving on many committees, 
assisting with supplies and setup of the Monday night pop & ice cream program, selling meat raffle tickets, 
working Steak Fries and serving as the VFW Honor Guard Captain for many years. You could always find 
Jim with his soulmate, Pat Cates, his wife and another Past Auxiliary President at the VFW Club any day. 
The Memorial Day celebrations always held a special place in Jim’s heart. He was proudest of initiating 
the startup and continuation of the “Vet’s in the Classroom” in Prior Lake. He spoke to over 12,000 
students in the classroom for 20 plus years.  
  
We have lost two excellent All State Post Commanders who gave their all to the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. We join their families in sympathy and prayers knowing we will all truly miss them every day.  
  

On the calendar, there is a Steak Fry on July 25 followed by music from Trigger Fish. The club will be 

closed on July 4. Please have a happy and safe holiday. 

 

See you at the next meeting of VFW Post 6208 on Monday, July 13th at 7:00pm.  

Yours in comradeship, 

Rachel Maloney 

Post Commander 

(612) 308-3725 

rlmaloney@hotmail.com 



 

Greetings Auxiliary Members,  
  
We held our meeting on June 9th inside the club. We had a nice turnout. Thank you for coming.  

The Prior Lake VFW newsletter will no longer be sent through the mail. It will be emailed and copies 

will be available at the club. To be added to the email list, please send an email to 

admin@vfwpost6208.com  

We have delayed the drawing for this year’s scholarship. The Prior Lake VFW Auxiliary is again 

offering their Scholarship Program designed to assist with financial aid to children, grandchildren, or 

members of the Prior Lake VFW Auxiliary or Post enrolled in post-secondary education.  Applications 

may be obtained from the Auxiliary Chairman, Mary Lou Lannon, 15494 Red Oaks Road SE, Prior 

Lake, MN 55372. Telephone Number:  952-447-2249.  

The deadline for applications is August 31, 2020.  Selection will take place at the September meeting. 

If you have already sent an application this year, it will not be necessary to submit again.  

The auxiliary would like to thank Larry and Betty Cates and family for the donation of $3000 to the 

scholarship fund in memory of Jim Cates, Dick Cates, Bill Cates and Dick Lannon. The scholarship 

will be given in increments of $500 for the next six years. Thank you so much!  

The draping of the charter for Rose Anderson will be held at our July 13 meeting  

To those who are sick, speedy recovery. Those who have lost a loved one, our prayers are with you 

and your family. 

Our next meeting will be Monday, July 13 at 7:30pm. Hope to see you there. Stay safe. 

 

Loyally,  

Betty St. Martin  

Auxiliary President  

(612) 298-7653  

  



   

 


